The Church and Divorce
Divorce is extremely painful.  While the Church maintains its belief in the permanence of marriage, it has great compassion for those who are hurting.

Q.
Can a separated or divorced person receive the sacraments?

A.
Separation or divorce does not change a person’s status in the Church.  Separated or 
divorced persons are welcome to receive the sacraments.  The Eucharist can be a 
great comfort at this difficult time.

Q.
Can a divorced Catholic remarry?
A.
A divorced Catholic needs an annulment to remarry in good standing in the Church.

Q.
Isn’t an annulment divorce Catholic style?

A.
No, the correct term for an annulment is decree of nullity.  This states that the 
marital union lacked the essential characteristics of a Christian marriage from the 
beginning and that a valid sacramental bond did not exist.  However, the civil 
marriage did take place and, therefore, an annulment does not change the status of 
the children.

Q.
Are divorced persons failures?
A.
The marriage of two individuals is a human and complex experience.  There can be 
many reasons for the breakup.  The marriage failed… the participants are not 
failures.

Q.
How can I find out more about these issues?

A.
You can:

· See your parish priest

· Contact the Tribunal at 470-1480

Contact your Family Life Education office – 





Diocesan/West (315)472-6754 ext.5





South (607)748-4743





East (315)737-7529
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