Dear Parents, Grandparents and other Family Members,
CONGRATULATIONS!  You are about to embark on a great adventure!

The purpose of this book is to help in that wonderful task of connecting our everyday lives to what we do in church and connecting church to what we do in our everyday lives.

There are no limits to the use of these pages!  Be as creative as you like!

Parents might use them:

· on the drive home from church

· at Sunday dinner

· for family devotions

· at bedtime

Grandparents, aunts and uncles can use them when children they love come to visit.  And spouses can use them between themselves!  You will notice the topics roughly follow the liturgical year and the secular and seasonal calendar.  However, it is not necessary to use these pages in any particular order.

You can start conversations anytime during the year, beginning with the month you are now in.  Or, you can skip around and pick out themes which seem particularly appropriate to your family at the moment.

You can also use this book over and over!  Each year you go through it, the conversations will be different - because you will all be different!  You will be older and wiser, and in different stages and experiences.

We encourage you to think of this process as an exchange of ideas rather than a school lesson.  Make it fun!  If you are open with your children in dialogue, you will have the delightful experience of, not only sharing your insights with them, but also learning great insights from them!  Even very young children have profound wisdom.

To get the most out of your family conversations, let conversation flow freely!  Gently state your beliefs and allow others the opportunity to share theirs.  When you find areas of disagreement (and you undoubtedly will!) try to listen.  Ask why they believe as they do and really attempt to understand their viewpoint.  Share what you believe, too, but resist the temptation to lecture.  Talk in terms of your personal experience whenever possible.  Jesus was a great story teller.  A good story is worth a thousand lectures!
There may be times when the conversations raise questions you are unable to answer - or pique your interest to learn more.  GREAT!  This means everyone is growing!  At these times the whole family can be challenged to go find the answer.  It can become a "faith treasure hunt".

If you have young children, you may occasionally need to explain words or concepts in simpler terms.  There are hints at the bottom of some pages.  In other cases, think of what is in their daily experience.  With a little patience, and help from the whole family, any child who can talk should be able to participate.

Teens, on the other hand may resist.  If your teen(s) refuses to be involved, relax!  Don't force it.  If you remain open-minded and keep it fun, they will probably come around.  (They are usually opinionated and it will be difficult to remain out of the conversation for long!)  In any case, they are hearing it.

We hope you enjoy these Conversation Starters as much as we have enjoyed developing them.  If they produce lively - even raucous - discussion, they will have fulfilled their purpose.
If you should have comments or great insights you wish to share upon using this book, we would love to hear from you!








Sincerely,








Pat & Peggy
