Book review for Parenting on the Web for both Individuals and Ministers:
Families Apart:  Ten Keys to Successful Co-Parenting, by Melinda Blau.G.P. Putman’s Sons, 200 Madison Avenue, New York 100016; c 1993.   ISBN:  0-399-13895-1.

“Divorce means the end of a marriage; it does not mean the end of a family.  Families Apart offers a new, healthier approach to how families can function after divorce and guarantee children their “right” to both parents.  Melinda Blau synthesizes the best advice of mental health professionals, shares her and her ex-husband’s trials and triumphs in establishing their own “family apart,” and trumpets the hard-earned wisdom of scores of other successful co-parents.
Structured around ten principles of successful co-parenting, this comprehensive guide offers concrete suggestions for keeping yourself on tract emotionally and for creating a safe haven for your children.  Families Apart describes what tasks are required to move your family from one phase of separation and divorced to the next, through all the events that continue to bring you together in your children’s lives—long after your legal divorce.
Most important, Families Apart delivers the hopeful message that it is possible to put aside your marital differences for your children’s sake, to maintain contact with the “other family,” to use creative problem-solving to negotiate the inevitable disagreements.  And it is possible to learn from divorced parents who have been there—how to pay attention to your children’s needs without ignoring your own, how to make plans and communicate effectively with your ex, how to maintain the attitudes necessary to sidestep the pitfalls and maximize the triumphs, and how to keep your family apart thriving for years to come.”                                                   From the dust jacket. 

If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;
the old has passed away, behold, the new has come.
II Corinthians 5:17 --RSV

This is truly an outstanding book for use of separated/divorced people with families.

